taken up with a review of the writings of Bichat, Pinel, Broussais, and one or two other writers; and then there is such an unmerciful repetition, ?n many occasions, upon the same subject, that the reader often feels indignant at his patience being so unnecessarily taxed.
Another prominent feature of this Nosography is the ever-renewed and almost ceaseless attempt to reduce all diseases to a few very simple types; whose existence, it is alleged, may very generally be discovered by the physician versed in all the exact knowledge of modern times, and the discovery of which is supposed to lead with an almost inevitable precision to a course of successful treatment. The author's grand aim and object are, as he often tells us, to establish unity and a sort of mathematical precision and exactitude in medical practice. Diseases are, in his view, so many entities, that have very generally certain steady characters, and that may be made subject to certain curative and therapeutic rules, which it is the object of the philosophic physician to discover. We shall find, as 18 always coincident with that of local septic phenomena, evidenced by tympanitic distension of the abdomen, discharge of fsetid stools and gas from the bowels, &c. These latter phenomena attest in the most striking manner the transformation of the pure inflammation into one that is putrid or even gangrenous.
" This circumstance," continues our author, " superadded to the conditions of natural septicity which occur in the inflamed organ, serves to increase the activity of the focus of infection; and whoever seriously reflects upon this union of causes of putrid infection, which do not exist to the same degree in any other phlegmasia, must cease to wonder at the circumstance that of all inflammations it is that of the mucous glands of the last convolutions of the small intestines, which is peculiarly apt to give rise to septic or typhoid phenomena. It would indeed be surprising, if it were otherwise; and it is a thing truly most satisfactory, that the researches of anatomy and physiology have led the moderns to the discovery of a phlegmasia so situated in a very great number of patients affected with putrid or adynamic continued fever, the point de depart of which had been so long unknown, and to which the term essential had been so unfortunately applied."
As to the exciting causes of true typhoid or antero-mesenteric fever, M. Bouillaud has absolutely nothing to tell us. He has rigorously examined 600 cases within the last 13 years, in the hope of arriving at some certain conclusions on this head ; but hitherto without success. Vitiated air from the crowding together of masses of people may have occasionally some effect; but we must be on our guard, we are told, not to attach undue importance to this particular; for " how many are the patients that have assured us that they were well lodged and breathed a pure air!" ?Truty, M. Bouillaud is a most believing man, on some occasions. With respect to contagion having anything to do with the diffusion of the disease, he unhesitatingly determines the point in the negative.
After what we have said of our author's pathological views, we need scarcely dwell upon the treatment which he recommends. As a matter of course, bleeding is the sheet-anchor in the first or (alleged) inflammatory stage of the fever. In the second and third stages, the chief reliance should be placed on the use of demulcent, detergent, and antiseptic drinks and enemata, for the purpose of purifying and cleansing the abraded intestinal surface from the putrid matters adhering to it. The closing paragraph in the chapter on the treatment of the disease conveys the following most instructive advice:
Bouillaud's Traits de Nosographie Medica/e. [ In the following article, we shajl examine one of the most interesting
Questions connected with this truly -important subject.
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